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‘Non-Boring’ is the term which attracts readers and writers. Titles matter.,  
'Writing a Non Boring Family History' grew out of a non-fiction writing workshop, became a manual and 
then a book which Amba Press just re issued in a 4 th edition.  

Today’s families are complex, with many branches and twigs. DNA testing has revealed unexpected 
relatives. Often school students have family research projects. Or retirees write memoirs. Businesses 
want to write their corporate histories. We play the sleuth, trying to find clues to our past.  

Most families have migrants or refugees with links to earlier cultures. At certain ages, we become 
curious about our legacies and why we are like this.  

I’d avoided writing family history because most were so boring to read.  
Endless dates and who married who or didn’t marry. Births. Deaths.   
Ancestors’ lives are NOT boring, just the way some writers collate them.  

The Mormon lady author in the USA, who is a fan of my book, tells me the family history market is 
eternal for her,but I’m an atheist. I started  
workshops on writing ‘non- boring’ family histories to save others from boredom. These were popular 
‘gifts’ from younger family members to their ‘older’ relatives. And students enjoyed finding ‘cool’ 
relatives who ‘did awesome stuff’. Or someone else with their name.  
 

Extracts were used in a regular column in the 'Inside History' magazine such 

as this:  

Recipe for a Non-Boring Family History  

Ingredients:  

1 cup of self raising imagination  

Dates  

Thyme (endless spoonsful)  

Researchitus (diluted)  

Sprinkles of ancestral curiosity  

Pinch of opportunity  

Flakes of serendipity  

Intriguing title, cover  and blurb  



zest of reader-researcher  

half a litre of language including mixed fruit of adjectives (use moderately)  

half a dozen embryonic ideas (egg shaped)  

Slurp of suspense, secrecy or drama  

Dash of inspiration  

Method:  

Dash inspiration on all pages.  

Mix all data and especially dry ingredients in computerised container. Keep for an appropriate time. 
Heat emotions or ice-over disputes. For special occasions, decorate and display at reunion, anniversary 
or family gathering.  

Result:  

Historical readaholic or relative indigestion due to over much hot air.  

https://hazeledwards.com/book/writing-a-non-boring-family-history/  

 

Hazel Edwards sharing her recipe.  

 


