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Overcoming Writer’s Block by Interviewing Your Characters

by Hazel Edwards
PIO newletter oct 2006

I dont believe in writer’s block. But sometimes a few techniques, like
conducting a mock interview with each character, can help when you’re stuck
mid novel.

A working mother with no spare time once told me that she concentrated on
family members, one at a time, for as many days as it took to get them ‘up’
and functioning. Then she moved onto the next one. I do the same with my
fictional family.

While writing ‘Outback Ferals’, I used these interview questions to deepen my
characters such as Kyle the eco-sleuth and entrepreneurial Coco who makes
Rogue Vogue fashion to sell at the Night Markets. Aboriginal Aunty Mary and
Ng the chopper pilot were challenges mid-novel too.

Questions

* What is your significance in the story at the beginning? Does this change
within the story?

* What is your most crucial scene? Why is this so?

* What are your feelings towards your major antagonist?

* What is the major problem that you have had to face internally?
Externally?

* To what extent do you reach a satisfactory emotional solution? For you?
For the reader?

* Why should the reader care what happens to you?

Mock Interview Approach
I allowed them to answer in ways which developed their motives for their
actions (some of which I hadn't written at that stage). I ‘adopted’ a character
per day, and got into his/her head. It seems to have worked as they now

have lives of their own.

Then came the challenge of getting the scientific details of the Northern
Territory ‘pandemic’ threat right! But that’s another story!

Check www.hazeledwards.com for ‘Outback Ferals’ details.
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